Smaller authority name:

BOLTON-LE-SANDS PARISH COUNCIL___

NOTICE OF PUBLIC RIGHTS AND PUBLICATION
OF UNAUDITED ANNUAL GOVERNANCE &
ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN
ACCOUNTS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 MARCH 2020
Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 Sections 26 and 27
The Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 (SI 2015/234)

NOTICE

1. Date of announcement_________23rd July 2020_______________________________(a)
2. Each year the smaller authority’s Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) needs to be reviewed
by an external auditor appointed by Smaller Authorities’ Audit Appointments Ltd. The unaudited AGAR has been
published with this notice. As it has yet to be reviewed by the appointed auditor, it is subject to change as a
result of that review.
Any person interested has the right to inspect and make copies of the accounting records for the financial year
to which the audit relates and all books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating
to those records must be made available for inspection by any person interested. For the year ended 31 March
2020, these documents will be available on reasonable notice by application to:
(b) __________Mrs P Bradley (Clerk)____________________________
__________2 The Shore, Bolton-le-Sands_____________________
__________01524 825263__
blspc@hotmail.co.uk________
commencing on (c) __Monday 27th July 2020 _______________________

and ending on (d) ___Friday 4th September 2020 ________________________
3. Local government electors and their representatives also have:
•

The opportunity to question the appointed auditor about the accounting records; and

•

The right to make an objection which concerns a matter in respect of which the appointed auditor could either
make a public interest report or apply to the court for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful. Written
notice of an objection must first be given to the auditor and a copy sent to the smaller authority.

The appointed auditor can be contacted at the address in paragraph 4 below for this purpose between the above
dates only.
4. The smaller authority’s AGAR is subject to review by the appointed auditor under the provisions of the Local
Audit and Accountability Act 2014, the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 and the NAO’s Code of Audit
Practice 2015. The appointed auditor is:
PKF Littlejohn LLP (Ref: SBA Team)
1 Westferry Circus
Canary Wharf
London E14 4HD
(sba@pkf-littlejohn.com)
5. This announcement is made by (e) ____Patricia Bradley (Clerk / RFO)_____________________________

LOCAL AUTHORITY ACCOUNTS: A SUMMARY OF YOUR RIGHTS
Please note that this summary applies to all relevant smaller authorities, including local
councils, internal drainage boards and ‘other’ smaller authorities.
The basic position
The Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (the Act) governs the work of auditors appointed to smaller
authorities. This summary explains the provisions contained in Sections 26 and 27 of the Act. The Act
and the Accounts and Audit Regulations 2015 also cover the duties, responsibilities and rights of smaller
authorities, other organisations and the public concerning the accounts being audited.
As a local elector, or an interested person, you have certain legal rights in respect of the accounting
records of smaller authorities. As an interested person you can inspect accounting records and related
documents. If you are a local government elector for the area to which the accounts relate you can also
ask questions about the accounts and object to them. You do not have to pay directly for exercising
your rights. However, any resulting costs incurred by the smaller authority form part of its running costs.
Therefore, indirectly, local residents pay for the cost of you exercising your rights through their council
tax.
The right to inspect the accounting records
Any interested person can inspect the accounting records, which includes but is not limited to local
electors. You can inspect the accounting records for the financial year to which the audit relates and all
books, deeds, contracts, bills, vouchers, receipts and other documents relating to those records. You
can copy all, or part, of these records or documents. Your inspection must be about the accounts, or
relate to an item in the accounts. You cannot, for example, inspect or copy documents unrelated to the
accounts, or that include personal information (Section 26 (6) – (10) of the Act explains what is meant
by personal information). You cannot inspect information which is protected by commercial
confidentiality. This is information which would prejudice commercial confidentiality if it was released to
the public and there is not, set against this, a very strong reason in the public interest why it should
nevertheless be disclosed.
When smaller authorities have finished preparing accounts for the financial year and approved them,
they must publish them (including on a website). There must be a 30 working day period, called the
‘period for the exercise of public rights’, during which you can exercise your statutory right to inspect
the accounting records. Smaller authorities must tell the public, including advertising this on their
website, that the accounting records and related documents are available to inspect. By arrangement
you will then have 30 working days to inspect and make copies of the accounting records. You may
have to pay a copying charge. The 30 working day period must include a common period of inspection
during which all smaller authorities’ accounting records are available to inspect. This will be 2-13 July
2018 for 2017/18 accounts. The advertisement must set out the dates of the period for the exercise of
public rights, how you can communicate to the smaller authority that you wish to inspect the accounting
records and related documents, the name and address of the auditor, and the relevant legislation that
governs the inspection of accounts and objections.
The right to ask the auditor questions about the accounting records
You should first ask your smaller authority about the accounting records, since they hold all the
details. If you are a local elector, your right to ask questions of the external auditor is enshrined in law.
However, while the auditor will answer your questions where possible, they are not always obliged to
do so. For example, the question might be better answered by another organisation, require
investigation beyond the auditor’s remit, or involve disproportionate cost (which is borne by the local
taxpayer). Give your smaller authority the opportunity first to explain anything in the accounting records
that you are unsure about. If you are not satisfied with their explanation, you can question the external
auditor about the accounting records.
The law limits the time available for you formally to ask questions. This must be done in the period for
the exercise of pubic rights, so let the external auditor know your concern as soon as possible. The
advertisement or notice that tells you the accounting records are available to inspect will also give the
period for the exercise of public rights during which you may ask the auditor questions, which here

means formally asking questions under the Act. You can ask someone to represent you when asking
the external auditor questions.
Before you ask the external auditor any questions, inspect the accounting records fully, so you know
what they contain. Please remember that you cannot formally ask questions, under the Act, after the
end of the period for the exercise of public rights. You may ask your smaller authority other questions
about their accounts for any year, at any time. But these are not questions under the Act.
You can ask the external auditor questions about an item in the accounting records for the financial
year being audited. However, your right to ask the external auditor questions is limited. The external
auditor can only answer ‘what’ questions, not ‘why’ questions. The external auditor cannot answer
questions about policies, finances, procedures or anything else unless it is directly relevant to an item
in the accounting records. Remember that your questions must always be about facts, not opinions. To
avoid misunderstanding, we recommend that you always put your questions in writing.
The right to make objections at audit
You have inspected the accounting records and asked your questions of the smaller authority. Now you
may wish to object to the accounts on the basis that an item in them is in your view unlawful or there
are matters of wider concern arising from the smaller authority’s finances. A local government elector
can ask the external auditor to apply to the High Court for a declaration that an item of account is
unlawful, or to issue a report on matters which are in the public interest. You must tell the external
auditor which specific item in the accounts you object to and why you think the item is unlawful, or why
you think that a public interest report should be made about it. You must provide the external auditor
with the evidence you have to support your objection. Disagreeing with income or spending does not
make it unlawful. To object to the accounts you must write to the external auditor stating you want to
make an objection, including the information and evidence below and you must send a copy to the
smaller authority. The notice must include:
•
•
•
•

confirmation that you are an elector in the smaller authority’s area;
why you are objecting to the accounts and the facts on which you rely;
details of any item in the accounts that you think is unlawful; and
details of any matter about which you think the external auditor should make a public interest
report.

Other than it must be in writing, there is no set format for objecting. You can only ask the external auditor
to act within the powers available under the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014.
A final word
You may not use this ‘right to object’ to make a personal complaint or claim against your smaller
authority. You should take such complaints to your local Citizens’ Advice Bureau, local Law Centre or
to your solicitor. Smaller authorities, and so local taxpayers, meet the costs of dealing with questions
and objections. In deciding whether to take your objection forward, one of a series of factors the auditor
must take into account is the cost that will be involved, they will only continue with the objection if it is
in the public interest to do so. They may also decide not to consider an objection if they think that it is
frivolous or vexatious, or if it repeats an objection already considered. If you appeal to the courts against
an auditor’s decision not to apply to the courts for a declaration that an item of account is unlawful, you
will have to pay for the action yourself.

For more detailed guidance on public rights and
the special powers of auditors, copies of the
publication Local authority accounts: A guide to
your rights are available from the NAO website.

If you wish to contact your authority’s appointed
external auditor please write to the address in
paragraph 4 of the Notice of Public Rights and
Publication of Unaudited Annual Governance &
Accountability Return.

BOLTON-LE-SANDS PARISH COUNCIL
VARIATIONS
YEAR END MARCH 2019
Box No.

31-Mar
2019
£

31-Mar
2020
£

2
(Precept)

£ 32,535.00

£ 33,474.00

3 (Other
Receipts)

£ 58,698.00

£ 14,447.00 -£ 44,251.00

4 (Staff
Costs)

£

£

5

£

6,714.00
-

£

7,179.00
-

£

Difference

Difference

Explain?

£

%

Yes/No.

2.8%

Yes

Change in base rate

-75.0%

Yes

See Appendix 1

939.00

Explanation

£

465.00

7%

Yes

Increase of 1% of salary + extra 2hrs per week

£

-

0

No

not applicable

6 (All
Other
Payments)

£ 67,630.00

£ 41,651.00 -£ 25,979.00

-38.0%

Yes

See Appendix 1.

9 (Fixed
Assets)

£ 258,117.00

£ 273,317.00 -£ 15,200.00

6%

Yes

Floodlights included

Reconciliation between Box 7 and Box 8 in Section 2 – pro forma
(applies to Accounting Statements prepared on an income and expenditure basis only)
Name of smaller authority: ___________Bolton-le-Sands
County area (local councils and parish meetings only):

Parish Council____________________________

_________________Lancashire____________________

There should only be a difference between Box 7 and Box 8 where the Accounting Statements (Section 2 of the
AGAR) have been prepared on an income and expenditure basis and there have been adjustments for
debtors/prepayments and creditors/receipts in advance at the year end. Please provide details of the year end
adjustments, showing how the net difference between them is equal to the difference between Boxes 7 and 8.

Box 7: Balances carried forward
Deduct:

£

£

47004

Debtors
• HMRC (VAT)
•
•

3445
Deduct:

Payments made in advance
(prepayments)
•
•

3445

Total deductions
Add:

Creditors (must not include
community infrastructure levy
(CIL) receipts)
•
•

Add:

Receipts in advance (must
not include deferred
grants/loans received)
•
•

Total additions

Box 8: Total cash and short term investments

43559

Appendix 1
2019

Income

2020

3 Income from Bowling Greens

£ 19,498.00

£

6,592.50

1 Parish Lengthsman Scheme

£

6,814.00

£

5,075.00

£ 32,355.00

£

2,688.00

Bank Interest

£

£

91.75

Totals

£ 58,698.00

£ 14,447.25

2019

2020

Parish Lengthsman Costs
Admin Expenses
Insurances
Bowling Greens Maintenance
Village Maintenance
Rent for amenity areas
S137
Thwaite Brow Woods
Toilet Expenditure
Surface Water charges carpark
New Projects

£ 13,216.00
£ 3,646.00
£ 2,031.00
£ 19,691.00
£ 8,177.00
£
363.00
£ 2,080.00
£
846.00
£
354.00
£
578.00
£ 16,648.00

£ 12,852.00
£ 3,825.00
£ 2,293.00
£ 5,377.00
£ 7,350.00
£
368.00
£ 1,330.00
£
974.00
£
687.00
£
595.00
£ 5,990.00

Totals

£ 67,630.00

£ 41,641.00

2 Income from LCC for toilets
3 Grant Aid + other donations

Expenditure

4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

31.00

Notes:

1 It must be noted that Bolton-le-Sands Parish Council administers the Parish Lengthsman
Scheme's budget for three parishes, namely its own, Over Kellet and Nether Kellet
2 Lancaster City Council no longer contributes
3 Rural Payments and public donation was received.
4 Insurance Premium was increased annually
5 New floodlights were purchased last year - general maintenance only for 2019/20
6 General repairs around the village and pavilions
7 Donations given to Gala Cttee. £100; WI £50; British Legion £100; Sports Pavilion £250;
Bowling Club £100; a new seat £600 and Xmas tree + running costs £130.
8 A Management Plan was produced in 2017 and works carried out associated with it.
9 Running costs only of an accessible toilet made available after the closure of the main ones.
10 Minor increase
11 Irrigation system at Bowling Greens

BOLTON-LE-SANDS PARISH COUNCIL

Year Ending: 2019/2020

BANK RECONCILIATION as at 31/03/2020
MONIES IN

Precept

£

33,474.00

Other
VAT reclaimed
TOTAL

£
£
£

14,447.30
8,477.31
56,398.61

£
.
£
£
£
£

7,179.60

MONIES OUT

Staff Costs
Capital Repayments
S137
Other
VAT
TOTAL

1,330.42
40,320.31
3,445.65
52,275.98

BALANCE
Add Balance B/Fwd 2018-2019
Bank Statements as at 31.03.2020
Current Account
Business Reserve Account
Santander Account
Less unpresented cheques

£
£
£
£
£

5,436.03
34,324.44
8,392.13
48,152.60
4,593.98

£

43,558.62

Prepared by: Patricia Bradley / Clerk to the Council / RFO
Date:
13th April 2020

BLS Bowling Club
Mike Ashton
P A Bradley
Travis Perkins
Village Hall
Burrow & Son
OBS
Friends of BLS
Leander Architectural
HMRC

£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£
£

100.00
1,711.91
628.89
85.63
106.25
82.50
90.00
80.00
1,647.00
61.80
4,593.98

£

56,398.61

£

52,275.98

£
£

4,122.63
39,435.99

£

43,558.62

